
Our familyôs first attendance at 
School of Missions was both enjoy-

able and beneficial. It was inspiring to be taught, meet, 
and mingle with other people who share a similar vision. 
Rev. Kenneth Haney preached the commissioning ser-

vice for the newly appointed missionaries; then, on 
Thursday morning, all of the 
missionaries were anointed and 
prayed for by the Foreign Mis-
sions committee members. Both 
events were significant, as we 
understand the importance of 

both the approval and laying on 
of hands by our leadership. We 

are both humbled and excited ð
God has provided our family with 
a great opportunity in ministry, 
and we canôt wait to set foot on 
Finnish soil.  
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We are excited to report 
that as of mid -August, 

we achieved 30% of our overall budget. We are praying 
that God continues to accelerate our arrival in Finland. If 
you have not yet joined TEAM FINLAND as an equipper, 

we hope that you will consider doing so!  
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During our service at First 
Pentecostal Church in Pensa-
cola, Glenda had talked about 
Candaceôs faith, and how she 
had been healed many times 

after our daughter had prayed 
for her. During the altar ser-
vice, a woman asked if Can-

dace could pray for her. She 
had been involved in a severe automobile accident that 
resulted in injuries to both her spine and the nerves in 
her left leg. This had made walking difficult, and had left 

her in near constant pain. Candace prayed for Joanna, 
and the Lord began to immediately do a work. After a 
time of praise, Joanna shared with Candace that the 
Lord had spoken to her, saying that a teenager would 
pray for her during the service, and she would be 
healed. She left, walking much better than before,  
claiming a healing. We are excited about the spiritual 

gifts becoming evident in both of our girls. God has told 
us through others that their ministry in Finland would 
open doors for Him to work ðjust imagine our excite-
ment!  
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Recently, our family had to 

make a ñquick tripò home to 
Columbus so Candace could 
have an orthodontia checkup. 
On the way there, we stopped 

for an overnight visit with the 
Julien family in Indianapolis 
(Glendaôs sister). Tyler, 7, 
ventured outside to watch 
Uncle Mark unload 
luggage from the 
trailer. Rather in-

credulously, he ex-
claimed, ñYou guys 
brought all that stuff 

for just one night?ò  
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During our AIM term 
in Estonia, Glenda 

developed a intestinal disorder which, per her doctor, 
would likely affect her ñfrom now on.ò This changed what 
she could/could not eat due to the discomfort that re-

sulted after meals. Sometime during the month of July 
(although she canôt pinpoint the exact time and place), 

God told her that He would heal the condition. As many 
of us do when the symptoms didnôt immediately disap-
pear ðand actually worsened ðshe decided that she must 
have just ñwished it to be so.ò 
 

When we visited Louisiana, Glenda decided to throw all 
caution to the wind and be a first - time sampler of Cajun 
cuisine, come what may. The next day...no pain! So, we 
tested her body again with a repeat experience (smile), 
with no pain or side affects. She has had no symptoms 

for nearly two months.  He is our Jehovah Rophe!  
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The Church in Finland today  
Written for Virtual Finland by Salla Korpela  

 

Church spires rise at key points in towns and villages in Finland, which is a sign that 
the country has long -standing Christian traditions like the rest of  Europe. But religious 
belief in Finland has its own particular history and features that are derived from the 

national character. These include the special relationship between the State and the 
Church, the private nature of religious belief, revivalist movements and the organiza-

tion of religious instruction in schools. The unparalleled speed of urbanization and the 
transformation from an agricultural society to a modern pioneer of technology that 
took place in Finland during the 20th century has had a significant impact on Finnish 
attitudes towards the main national Church, i.e. the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and 
religion.  

Finns as members of the Church  

Finland is one of the most homogenous nations in Europe in the context of religion: Some 84% of 
the population belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church and about 2% belong to other Christian 
churches or communities. 13.5% of the population are not registered with any religious denomi-
nation. The Orthodox Church in Finland has just under 60,000 members, i.e. 1.1% of the popula-

tion. The Orthodox Church here comes under the jurisdiction of the Patriarchate of Constantin-
ople. Other significant Christian groups in Finland include Pentecostalists, who number just under 
50,000, i.e. around 1% of the population. Other Nonconformist Christian movements are repre-
sented by a few tens of thousands of members, and there are approximately 8,000 Roman Catho-

lics. In addition, there are about 10,000 Muslims in Finland, and this figure is gradually growing 
as a result of immigration.  

Finns respect the Church but pray in private  

A visitor dropping into a Lutheran church in Finland on the odd Sunday morning may be surprised at the sight; there 
will probably be only a few people sitting in the pews. Finns rarely go to church services. Six per cent of the popula-
tion go to church once a month and nearly 50% go only once a year. Churches are generally only full at Christmas 
and on certain other holy days. The rapid modernization of society in Finland has had an impact on attitudes towards 

religion and religious observance. Finns have become secular, social and religious thinking and observance have be-
come separated and religious belief has become a private matter. But according to research, people still consider 
religion to be very significant in their internal world in spite of these external changes.  

The Finns and God  

Do Finns believe in God, then? According to the Gallup Ecclesiastica 
report completed in 2003, 36% of Finns believe in God as Christianity 
teaches, and an additional 28% believe, although in a different way 

from what the Church teaches. Some 12% of Finns consider them-
selves completely atheistic. The report shows that the importance of 
God to Finns has not diminished over the years. For instance, Finns 
pray regularly, read parish magazines and follow religious programs 

on radio and television. The meaning of life and making sense of life 
have become personal matters for everyone ð and everyone responds 
to these questions in their own way. People no longer inherit their 
parentsô outlook on life, instead they arrive at a distinct view through 
personal deliberation. Reaching this view may also include taking from 
traditions other than Christianity elements that seem meaningful. This 

trait is particularly common among young adults. Finnish men are less 
religious than women in all age categories. About half of all young 
men under the age of 35 are indifferent to religion.  
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